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costume. And among all that free-and-easy crowd no one was less constrained, less formal or more sociable and "hail-fellow, well-met" than this black-eyed, laughter-loving representative from the up country.
But no one had a sounder judgment, a more engaging personality, or a broader view of the drift of things than John Marshall. And notable men were there for him to observe; vast forces moving for him to study, Thomas Jefferson had again become a member of the House after his vindication from threatened impeachment. Patrick Henry was a member, too, and William Cabell, Richard Henry Lee, Benjamin Harrison, and other men whose names have become historic. During Marshall's later years in the Legislature, James Madison, George Mason, William Grayson, Edmund Randolph, George Nicholas, and others of like stature became Marshall's colleagues.
It took eighteen days to organize the House at the first session John Marshall attended.1 The distance that members had to come was so great, traveling so hard and slow, that not until November 9 had enough members arrived to make a quorum.2 Thomas Jefferson and Patrick Henry were two of the absent and several times were ordered to be taken into the custody of the sergeant-at-arms.3 The Journal for Friday, November 8, gravely announces that "it was ordered that Mr. Thomas
1  Journal, H.D. (Oct. Sess., 1782), 3-10.
2  The roads were so bad and few that traveling even on horseback was not only toilsome but dangerous. (See infra, chap, vii.)
-. 8 Journal, H.D. (Oct. Sess., 1782), 4-8.